










What is the pipeline? 

  TransCanada new to tarsands pipelines (gas pipelines, not oil) 

  Currently, two TransCanada pipelines: 

  Keystone 1 (already built) 
  Keystone XL (not approved) 

  Very high pressure (1440 psi/1600 psi, compare car tire ~30 psi) 

  High temperature (up to 158⁰ F) 

  Pump 800,000 barrels or 34 million gallons per day 



The Keystone XL 
flowing at a maximum 
rate of 800,000 barrels 
per day could fill the 
Exxon Valdez in 1.6 
days, which would fill 
4,200 tanker trucks 
every day 



They want 36 pipelines to cross the US 
 4 would be in Nebraska 





Why do we care? 

  Threatening our main water source 

 Ogallala Aquifer is over 1 million years old 
 Provides 85% Nebraskans drinking water, 27% USA 
ag water 

  Sandhills and sandy soil are a fragile eco system 

  When a spill happens, its not just an oil spill, its 
also a chemical spill 





Canada’s forest before and after 
the tar sands oil mining process 



Safety Concerns 

  Nebraska has NO regulations regarding local 
emergency response or oil spill response plans 
on oil pipelines 

 Spills, land rights, landowner liability, road 
construction 
 No idea evacuation zone or what chemicals/dilutent 
levels will be in pipeline 





Industry Concerns 

  Suncor, Imperial Oil (ExxonMobile), Nexen, and 
BP have all stated that the Keystone XL pipeline 
is not currently needed 
  Three U.S. refineries have sued TransCanada to 
void their shipping contracts or recover almost 
$1 Billion in damages 
  Smaller USA oil companies concerned their oil 
will be pushed out of market 





Feds vs State 
•  PHMSA regulates pipeline safety under the Pipeline Safety Act (PSA), but this 

does not mean that all regulation related to “safety” is preempted by the PSA 

•  The PSA regulates pipeline owners with regard to pipeline design, materials, 
fabrication, and inspection of the pipe itself 

•  Safety areas not regulated by the PSA include: 

•  Emergency response (regulated by federal Clean Water Act) 

•  Control of new development by adjacent landowners 

•  Easement termination conditions such as removal of abandoned pipe 

•  Liability standards to recover economic damages caused by a spill 

•  Routing to increase safety (untested in federal courts) 
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Limits of  State Dept/Pres 
•  The President’s independent authority over pipelines comes from his 

Constitutional power to manage “foreign affairs,” but this power ends 
at the borders 

•  Matters within the borders of the U.S. are domestic affairs regulated 
by federal and state statutes and local ordinances 

•  The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires only that 
federal agencies study environmental impacts and provides no 
separate legal authority to require any changes in a project 

–  DOS can’t order mitigation or land reclamation requirements 

–  DOS can’t change the KXL route, except the location of the border 
crossing 

–  DOS can’t change safety requirements 

–  DOS can’t protect groundwater 





Jobs 

TransCanada Says… 

  Over 1,000 jobs for 
Nebraskans 

  Convinced unions this is 
good for America 

  Local jobs and more 
economic activity 

Reality… 

  Only 10-15% of jobs will go 
to Nebraskans 

  Our union workers currently 
not trained at levels to take 
the higher paying jobs 

  Even NPPD contracts with 
out of state workers 






