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Introductions

Name
Location
IWhat pipeline are you impacted hy?




What s a Letter to the kEditor?

ghort submission to a newspaper (or blog, church newsletter, etc.)
that takes a position for/against an issue

|
OPINION  LETTERS . . L tt :C b : l. t
Letter: Proposed carbon pipeline Sgute}’; D;,ngo?g pipelines are not for

lacks sound evidence
Why would anyone agree to go through the huge expense of employing ‘ca

capture’ technology for something that will have no effect on globalwarming? | LET TER: Carbon pipeline is dangerOUS, ill_
—| Letters: Carbon pipeline plans don't | conceived

- j:'t“i%emi“f*“t 1‘_';“‘;?“ |' Writer urges call for action on
etter: Opposing The Pipelineg,,  mit’s Midwest Express Pipeline

"For too long, | have remained silent, but | have come to realize that silence is
not an option when the stakes are this high."

We all know plants need CO2 to grow, so why do we want to capture it? Let the
corn and beans use it, or plant more trees.

Neighbors will continue to
oppose carbon pipeline project




Why LTES Matter

| etters to the Editor can...

Persuade the public to agree with your opinion

Increase public knowledge of an issue

opur discussion in the community

Elevate an issue for elected officials/decision makers/metia
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I.Hlle I Keep it short — 250-300 words

: I ) . Hook
(] “; A sentence that grabs attention. Bonus if you can relate it
hack to a recent event.

I:[I Il() I 2. Briefly explain the issue

In a sentence or two, tell readers about the proposed project

I-() “" i“. 5. Share why you oppose C02 projects

WWhat about this issue concerns you enough to write an LTE?
Share a personal experience, cite a fact, or

4. End with a call to action
Ask readers to contact their legislator, demand Commissioners
deny a permit, offer a way to learn more




Nessaging

o Highlight safety concerns + lack of oversight

e [ispute industry’s claim of economic benefits

o [lote the misuse of tax dollars + water resources

e |lention that eminent domain is not for private gain

e Point to recent victories




submitting an L1k

Check the paper’s opinion section for guidelines!
Most outlets have an online submission form

submit to one paper at a time



Tips & Tricks

state facts, but don’t overuse numbers
Include credentials

Target your local paper

Avoid jargon

Keep it original

\ 20 22 2R

Follow up



xamples

Letter to the Editor

I'm a simple farmer, 'm not a protester or an activist. I'm
noteven much of a writer. | guess sometimes we are forced
to be things we are not.

! {1ave 10 aamit that I do feel guilty. I had heard about
Fhis carbon dioxide pipeline quite awhile ago. I dismissed
it as a ridiculous idea and thought that common sense
would prevail. It didn’t hit home - well, until it hit home.
Now I realize what we are up against, and the battle others
have been fighting. I can’t help but think that it could have
been different if more had stond 11 cnoner

Some will tell us that this is a complicated and difficult
decision. It's not. It's quite simple. Either you believe in
property rights, or you believe in money. You can oppose
this thing for a variety of reasons. Maybe you are concerned
with the safety of a high pressure liquid CO2 line. I believe
those concerns are justified. Maybe you are concerned
that this costs too much. That it is just a money grab for
private companies and we can’t as taxpayers afford it. I
believe this is obvious. Maybe you think there are better
alternatives. Again, I believe this is true. Maybe you are like
me, and in addition to these reasons you think, the whole

idea is - well, stupid for lack of a better word. It still boggles |

my mind that in what is supposed to be such an advanced
country, the best idea we have is to dig a hole and bury it.

If you are a proponent of the pipeline you believe in
money - and a mountain of it for a select few. Anything
else we are told is window dressing. So, in the end we have
the thirst for financial gain versus the right to say no.

My question for the Absolute Energy board of directors:
How much does it take? How much money before you
ignore private property rights? How much money before
you are willing to trample on your neighbors?

My question for politicians or other officials who will
decide this: Given this appears to have a public polling
of 70 plus percent against, what does it take to buy your
approval? How about your silence? Is that a little cheaper?

As you can probably guess, there is no way on Earth I
will be signing an easement. Part of me wants to urge
anyone facing the same situation to do the same thing, but

1 can’t do that. Because, unlike them, I firmly believe it is
'your choice.

b




xamples

carbon Capture-The Rest of the Story

To the Editor:

Growing up, I enjoyed listening to Paul Harvey's radio program, The
Rest of the Story. To see the whole picture, this is my take on the rest of
sha storv on Carbon Capture.

Did you know that CO2 makes up only .04 percent of the earth's at-
nosphere? Most of the world's carbon dioxide occurs naturally. It is de-
satable of what percent of the world's CO2 is contributed by the human
ace. CO2 levels have increased ever since the industrial revolution. The
vorld's population has increased from 1.5 billion in the 1900s to 8.5 bil-
jon people today. This would be an increase of 550 percent over 124
jears,

Did you know China leads the global CO2 emissions by country with
27 percent followed by USA at 15 percent .

Did you know in the process of CO2 capture from ethanol plants the
CO2 emitted into the air from energy used in the process is not accounted
for. If it was accounted for little to no CO2 reduction would be realized.

Did you know the average ethanol plant used 8 to 10 megawatts con-
tinuously just to run? It is projected that will increase by 40 to 45 percent
in the process of carbon capture. This would mean the average continuous
use of 12 to 14 megawatts. Fourteen megawatts would power over 10,000
homes continuously just from one ethanol plant.

Did you know lowa has 42 ethanol plants that have a capacity to pro-
duce 4.5 billion gallons of ethanol. It takes 3.5 gallons of water to pro-
duce 1 gallon of ethanol, so 15.75 billion gallons of water will be used for
ethanol production.

Did you know in a public health study it found that amines in their
scrubbers to capture CO2 can omit cancer causing emissions into the
air and water. Can these cancer-causing chemicals be found in the CO2

o

Did you know that the ethanol plants are hoping to get into the sustain-
able aviation fuel market?

They expected it to be a 35-billion-gallon market. The problem is the
highest blend for any sustainable aviation fuel is 50 percent. Most com-
mercially available blends will only be 30 to 38 percent blend. The lowest
blend to qualify is 10 percent . The problem is it costs 2 to 3 times the cost
of regular jet fuel. To date sustainable aviation fue!  15.8 million
gallons a year. The Biden administration was hoping - ||
lion gallons by 2030 a steep jump from the

Did you know sustainable aviation fuel g
started at $1.25 per gallon for qualifying bi
$1.75 per gallon. o

Did you know that under the current CO
based ethanol does not even qualify 10 |
This is because if it was biomass like a
bon neutral because the carbon it collected
making a carbon neutral. Unlike cormn, me
the grain.

Did you know a common misconception
fuel reduces tail pipe emissions? While som
and nitrogen oxide may be reduced, the CO
tween sustainable aviation fuel I fossil jet fu

Did you know the Department of Tr
credits for carbon sequestration be 30.3 bi

Did you know an acre of comn yielding
of CO2 from the air during the average g

enough oxygen to supply 131 people with
for life. As a farmer why can't I get paid to captu
the oxveen for free! - o
I hope this stirs up you
ture. Please if you can

watch?v=gsgFIxXO
Paul Hamilton,

ey U ey §




xamples

Carbon company doesn’t have farmers’ best interests in mind

To the editor:
“No eminent domain for pri-
vate gain” is a message that
over 80% of South Dakota resi-
dents and landowners support.
Landowners and farmers with
larming backgrounds and ped-
igrees second to none are fight
ing to protect their constitution-
al rights. They are fighting back
against a pipeline that will carry
CO2, an asphyxiant, that will
kill. They are wanting to protect
their rural assets from a corpo
ration with loreign investuments.
Summit Carbon Solutions is
seeking to bury a pipeline on
private property crossing fields.
acreages, sireams, roads, pas-
tures, feedlots and tree groves.
These same landowners and
farmers have organized public
forums and meetings, attend-
ed public utility commission
and legislative hearings, and
formed a legal team to protect
their rights as South Dakota
residents. They have done so
donating their own time, money
ciiaiva :ltl-|11,.ll~.n.-~.

Summit has no real concern
for the environment. In fact,

thev have no real endeavor

to help
ethanol
ot hei
tih3asn

LETTERTO

vinced sev-
eral legisla-
tors to carry
propaganda
much like

BEDITOR

using
ethanol

plants as a means to pirate
onto private land holdings to
build their project. Their only
end goal is to obtain lucrative
tax credits, a program of tax
spending, that causes you to
pay more taxes and future gen-
erations to carry larger debt.

111 L€ 1ast 1€eW OIS, OSula
has tried to rebrand itself as pro
South Dakota, pro agriculture,
but it is still the same out-of
state LLC that dragged over 160
landowners into condemnation
court in 2023. It is the same
company that continues fo do
away with local control and sue
counties. It is the same compa-
ny that has hired dozens of lob-
byists to sabotage the law-mak-
ing process for their own greed.

In the meantime, landowners
and farmers are torn between
trying to being present in Pierre
while balancing the need to care
for their own families and live=
stock. Sadly, Summit has con-

paid employ

ees or agents. The amount ol
expensive advertising that allies
of Summit are spending is in
direct proportion to the greed
and chaos that Summit carries
as public garbage.

The real answer to carbon cap-
ture is the land itself. Healthy
soil and plants are the true car-
bon sink. The ethanol industry
can take two paths. Either carry
the carpetbagging of Summit to
grab expensive tax credits thus
continuing more chaos as they
seek to do now. Or build coop-
erative actions amongst farmers
and community residents as
they have done in




Next steps

-> |lrite a letter to the editor
-> fntelope Co CUP meeting March [2
-> [akota Co CUP meeting April [6
-> Monthly Midwest Landowners Meeting March 20
_ -> House Party
Need assistance? Gontact:
ohelli Meyer fom Genung Emma Schmit
shelli@holdalliance.org lom@boldnebraska.org emma@holdalliance.org

ola-422-6136 402-384-7048 717-830-3748
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