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) Building a Just and Sustainable World
September 16, 2026
Anne M. Vogel
Regional Administrator
U.S. EPA Region 5
77 W. Jackson Blvd.
Chicago, IL 60604-3590

Re: Docket No. EPA-R05-OW-2026-6569
Request for a 10-day extension of the public comment period — One Earth Sequestration, LL.C,
Draft Class VI Permits I1L-113-6A-0001, IL-113-6A-0002, and IL-113-6A-0003

Dear Administrator Vogel:

Eco-Justice Collaborative, joined by more than 850 people whose signatures are attached, respectfully
requests that Region 5 extend the written comment period on the three draft Class VI permits issued to
One Earth Sequestration, LLC by ten days — from September 23 to October 3, 2026. These permits
would authorize the injection of 90 million metric tons of carbon dioxide into a recharge area of the
Mahomet Aquifer, a federally designated sole-source aquifer serving more than 100 communities across
14 counties. The signatories believe, as we do, that EPA has not allowed the public adequate time to
evaluate how these three highly technical permits would affect Gibson City’s water supply or the
Mahomet Aquifer.

On Tuesday, September 22, EPA will hold an availability session from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. and a public
hearing from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. at the Countryside Event Center in Gibson City. There will be no
presentation of the project. Questions will end when the hearing begins. Members of the public are
expected to deliver formal comments on the spot, and the written record closes the following day,
September 23, at 11:59 p.m. ET. Residents who attend the availability session and learn something
material — as many will — have less than twenty-four hours to reduce that understanding to written
comments.

One Earth had years to prepare these applications. The public is being given ninety minutes to evaluate
them. That is not a meaningful opportunity to comment, and we do not believe it is the process EPA
intends to defend.

The attached signatures are being submitted as evidence of the obvious: the people whose drinking water
is at stake are paying close attention to this proceeding, and they do not believe the schedule EPA has set
permits them to participate meaningfully.

The remedy we seek is modest and has clear precedent in this Region’s own recent practice. In August
2023, in response to requests raised at the public hearing on the Wabash Valley Resources Class VI
permits in Terre Haute, Indiana, Region 5 extended the comment period by ten days — from August 11 to
August 21, 2023. The circumstances here are materially the same, and the aquifer at issue carries a sole-
source designation that the Wabash project did not. We respectfully ask for exactly what EPA granted
there, and request that Region 5:

1.Extend the written comment deadline for Docket No. EPA-R05-OW-2026-6569 from September
23,2026, to October 3, 2026; and
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2. Announcethatextension at or before the September 22 hearing so that members of the public who
attend understandthey will have a genuine opportunity to submit considered written comments.

A ten-day extension imposes no meaningful delay on a project of this duration. It costs EPA very little and
materially improves the record on which this decision will rest. We would welcome the opportunity to
discuss this request with your staff and can be reached at the numbers below.

Sincerely,

TG Al Cihat

Lan Richart, Co-Director
Pamela Richart, Co-Director
Eco-Justice Collaborative
773.556.3417 / 773.556.3418

Irichart@ecojusticecollaborative.org / prichart@ecojusticecollaborative.org
Enclosure: Signatures in support of a comment period extension (850+ signatories)

cc:

Tera Fong, Director, Water Division, EPA Region 5

Andrew Greenhagen, UIC Supervisor / Class VI Contact, EPA Region 5
Kaelyn Quinlan, EPA Region 5
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